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What is claimed is: 

tai^h OSl lm ^ interactive television program guide 
system 'in which program guide dat/ is provided and 
wherein at least some of the proygram guide data is 
current program guide data, th^ system comprising: 

a continuous d^:a stream processor 
configured to select the current program guide data for 
inclusion in a continuous da£a stream; 

distribution equipment configured to 
distribute the current program guide data selected by 
the continuous data stream processor in the continuous 
data stream to user television equipment; 

a program guide server; and 

an interactive television program guide 
implemented on the user television equipment configured 
to obtain the current /program guide data from the 
continuous data stream and to obtain at least some of 
the program guide datfa from the program guide server in 
response to requests/ generated by the interactive 
television program guide. 

2. The /system defined in claim 1 wherein: 
the/ current program guide data comprises 

one or more unique identifiers; and 

thJe interactive television program guide 
is configured to/perform a real-time action when a 
particular uniqiie identifier is in the continuous data 
stream. / 

3. / The system defined in claim 2 wherein: 
/ the real-time action comprises 

displaying a/ program reminder for a program; and 
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the interactive television program guide 
is configured to display the program /reminder for the 
program when a particular unique id/entifier is in the 
continuous data stream. 
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4. The system defined in claim 2 wherein: 
the real-time action comprises 

displaying a program reminder/ and 

the interactive television program guide 
is configured to prefetch cnrrent program guide data 
from the continuous data stream when the reminder is 
displayed by the program yguide . 

5. The system defined in claim 2 wherein: 
the real-time action comprises 

authorizing the viewirfg of a pay-per-view program; and 

the interactive television program guide 
is configured to authorize the viewing of a pay-per- 
view program when a/particular unique identifier is in 
the continuous data/ stream. 



6. Th^ system defined in claim 2 wherein: 
th/e real-time action comprises 
authorizing a viewing of a pay-per-view-program; and 

the interactive television program guide 
is configured tJo prefetch current program guide data 
from the continuous data stream when the viewing of the 
pay-per-view program is authorized by the program 
guide . 



The system defined in claim 2 wherein: 
the real-time action comprises recording 



a program;/ and 
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the interactive television program guide 
is configured to record a program when a particular 
unique identifier is in the continuous data stream. 

8. The system defines in claim 2 wherein: 
the real-time aortion comprises locking a 

program and prompting a user for a control code; and 

the interactive television program guide 
is configured to lock a program and prompt the user for 
a control code when a particular identifier is in the 
continuous data stream. / 

9. The systyem defined in claim 2 wherein: 
one or more of the one or more unique 

identifiers is a program grouping identifier; 

the rrfal-time action comprises 
displaying a program reminder for a program of a 
program grouping; and 

the /interactive television program guide 
is configured to display the program reminder for the 
program of a program grouping when a particular unique 
identifier of thef one or more unique identifiers is in 
the continuous data stream. 

10. [The system defined in claim 2 wherein: 
/one or more of the one or more unique 

identifiers is a program grouping identifier; 

/ the real-time action comprises 
displaying a/ program reminder for a program of a 
program grouping; and 

/ the interactive television program guide 
is configured to prefetch current program guide data 
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from the continuous data stream when the reminder is 
displayed by the program guide. / 

11. The system defined Ln claim 2 wherein: 
one or more of the /one or more unique 

identifiers is a program grouping identifier; 

the real-time action comprises 
authorizing the viewing of a pay-per-view program of a 
program grouping; and / 

the interactive television program guide 
is configured to authorize ttte viewing of a pay-per- 
view program of a program grouping when a particular 
unique identifier is in the/ continuous data stream. 

12. The system/defined in claim 2 wherein: 
one or moye of the one or more unique 

identifiers is a prograitv grouping identifier; 

the real/time action comprises 
authorizing a viewing c/f a pay-per-view-program of a 
program grouping; and / 

the interactive television program guide 
is configured to prefetch current program guide data 
from the continuous data stream when the viewing of the 
pay-per-view program /of a program grouping is 
authorized by the prfcgram guide. 

13. The system defined in claim 2 wherein: 
one /or more- of the one or more unique 

identifiers is a program grouping identifier; 

thf real-time action comprises recording 
a program of a prpgram grouping; and 

tme interactive television program guide 
is configured to/ record a program of a program grouping 



• 
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when a particular unique identifier is in the 
continuous data stream. / 

14. The system defined in claim 2 wherein: 
one or more of tthe one or more unique 

identifiers is a program grouping identifier; 

the real-time /action comprises locking a 
program of a program grouping and prompting a user for 
a control code; and / 

the interactive television program guide 
is configured to lock a fifrogram of a program grouping 
and prompt the user for fa control code when a 
particular identifier ys in the continuous data stream. 

15. The system defined in claim 1 wherein 
the continuous data stream processor obtains current 
program guide data ffrom the program guide server. 

16. The/system defined in claim 1 wherein: 
thef continuous data stream processor 

prioritizes the current program guide data; and 

tne distribution equipment cycles the 
current program guide data in the continuous data 
stream according to how the current program guide data 
was prioritized^ by the continuous data stream 
processor. / 

17/ The system defined in claim 1 wherein 
the program /guide processes the current program guide 
data in real-time and with no data caching. 

a8. The system defined in claim 1 wherein 
the user television equipment comprises hardware 
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filtering circuitry configured to filtey current 
program guide data from the continuous /lata stream 
based on a tag. / 

19. The system defined ±n claim 1 wherein 
the program guide prefetches current program guide data 
from the continuous data stream. / 

20. The system defi/ed in claim 1 wherein 
the program guide prefetches program guide data from 
the program guide server. / 

21. The system /iefined in claim 1 wherein: 
the interactive television program guide 

is configured to invoke /a remote procedure call on the 
program guide server; afnd 

the pro/gram guide server is configured 
to provide the progrsfm guide data to the interactive 
television program guide in response to the remote 
procedure call beinrcj invoked by the interactive 
television programr guide. 

22. 'Bne system defined in claim 1 wherein: 
Ahe interactive television program guide 

is configured /to obtain program guide data from the 
program guid^ server using an object request broker; 
and / 

/ the program guide server is configured 
to provide program guide data to the interactive 
television program guide using the object request 
broker ./ 
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23. The system defined in claam 1 wherein: 
the interactive television program guide 

is configured to obtain conf iguration/inf ormation from 
the program guide server using one or more requests; 
and / 

the program guide /erver is configured 
to store configuration information and to provide the 
configuration information to tl(e interactive television 
program guide in response to /he one or more requests. 

24. The system defined in claim 1 wherein: 
the intera/tive television program guide 

is configured to obtain riser settings from the program 
guide server using one yor more requests; and 

the pronram guide server is configured 
to store user settings and to provide the user settings 
to the program guide/ in response to the one or more 
requests. / 

25. The system defined in claim 1 wherein: 
tYie current program guide data has one 

or more types; and 

jche program guide is configured to 
recognize the type of current program guide data 
carried in the continuous data stream and to obtain 
current progyam guide data from the continuous data 
stream when /the current program guide data in the 
continuous iaata stream is a particular type. 

/26. The system defined in claim 1 wherein: 
/ the current program guide data has one 

or more /types; and 
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the program guide is aonfigured to 
recognize the type of current program guide data 
carried in the continuous data stream and to obtain 
program guide data from the program guide server when 
the current program guide data inr the continuous data 
stream is not a particular type/ 

27. The system def/ned in claim 1 wherein 
the program guide is configu/ed to obtain program guide 
data for a program of a particular category from the 
program guide server. / 

28. The system defined in claim 1 wherein 
the program guide is configured to obtain current 
program guide data from the continuous data stream for 
a program of a particular category. 

29. The asystem defined in claim 1 wherein 
the program guide i/s configured to obtain current 
program guide data/ from the continuous data stream when 
a user indicates k desire to flip channels. 

30. "Dne system defined in claim 1 wherein 
the program guioe is configured to (1) obtain current 
program guide cflata from the continuous data stream when 
a user indicates a desire to browse program listings 
data in a cuyrent time slot, and to (2) obtain program 
guide data firom the program guide server when the user 
indicates a/desire to browse program listings data in 
time slots /other than the current time slot. 
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31. The system defined in cYaim 1 wherein: 
the program guide serverr is configured 

to provide program guide data to the /continuous data 
stream processor; and / 

the continuous daty stream processor is 
configured to receive program gu^ie data from the 
program guide server and to select current program 
guide data for inclusion in ths* continuous data stream 
from the program guide data provided by the program 
guide server. / 

32. The system /iefined in claim 1 wherein: 
the programi guide server is configured 

to continuously provide /program guide data to the 
continuous data stream/processor; and 

the continuous data stream processor is 
configured to continuously receive program guide data 
from the program gui/ie server and to select current 
program guide data cor inclusion in the continuous data 
stream from the program guide data provided by the 
program guide server. 

33. Tne system defined in claim 1 wherein: 
tfhe program guide server is configured 

to periodically provide program guide data to the 
continuous datA stream processor; and 

/ the continuous data stream processor is 
configured tf> periodically receive program guide data 
from the program guide server and to select current 
program guyde data for inclusion in the continuous data 
stream frofa the program guide data provided by the 
program guide server. 
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34. The system defined in clam 1 wherein: 
the program guide servey is configured 

to poll the continuous data stream processor and 
provide program guide data to the continuous data 
stream processor; and / 

the continuous datac stream processor is 
configured to receive program gixide data from the 
program guide server and to select current program 
guide data for inclusion in tbre continuous data stream 
from the program guide data provided by the program 
guide server. / 

35. The system/defined in claim 1 wherein: 
the program guide server is configured 

to provide program guide data to the continuous data 
stream processor in response to requests generated by 
the continuous data syream processor; and 

the continuous data stream processor is 
configured to generate one or more requests for program 
guide data, provide /the one or more requests to the 
program guide server, receive program guide data from 
the program guide server, and to select current program 
guide data for inclusion in the continuous data stream 
from the program /guide data provided by the program 
guide server. / 

36. /The system defined in claim 1 wherein: 
/ the system further comprises a main 

facility configured to provide a continuous data stream 
of current urogram guide data; and 

/ the continuous data stream distributed 
by the distribution equipment is the continuous data 
stream provided by the main facility. 
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37. The system defined in crLaim 1 wherein 
the continuous data stream processor/is configured to 
select current program guide data £rom programmer 
provided in-band information. / 

38. The system defined in claim 1 wherein 
the continuous data stream processor is configured to 
localize program guide data ^provided by a main facility 
and to select the current mrogram guide data for 
inclusion in a continuous /data stream from the program 
guide data that is local/zed by the continuous data 
stream processor. / 

39. The syyBtem defined in claim 1 wherein: 
the pytogram guide server is configured 

to localize prograiy guide data provided by a main 
facility; and / 

thi distribution equipment is configured 
to distribute the program guide data that is localized 
by the program g/uide server. 

40. /The system defined in claim 1 wherein: 

/ the continuous data stream processor is 
configured tcJ select the current program guide data for 
inclusion iry a plurality of continuous data streams 
wherein each continuous data stream of the plurality of 
continuous/data streams carries current program guide 
data for d particular program guide display screen; 

/ the distribution equipment is configured 

to distribute the plurality of continuous data streams 
to the nser television equipment; and 

/ the interactive television program guide 

is configured to obtain current program guide data for 
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a particular program guide display screen from the 
continuous data stream that carries ^urrent program 
guide data for that particular program guide display 
screen. / 

41. An interactive /television program guide 
system in which program guides data is provided and 
wherein at least some of the program guide data is one 
or more unique identifier/, the system comprising: 

a continuous data stream processor 
configured to select oi^e or more unique identifiers of 
the one or more unique/ identifiers for inclusion in a 
continuous data stream; 

distribution equipment configured to 
distribute the one/or more unique identifiers selected 
by the continuous /data stream processor to the user 
television equipment in the continuous data stream; and 

sfn interactive television program guide 
implemented on A:he user television equipment configured 
to obtain the one or more unique identifiers selected 
by the continuous data stream processor and to perform 
a real-time action when a particular unique identifier 
is in the continuous data stream. 

&2 . The system defined in claim 41 wherein: 
/ the real-time action comprises 

displaying a program reminder for a program; and 

/ the interactive television program guide 

is configured to display the program reminder for the 
prograqn when a particular unique identifier of the one 
or mopre unique identifiers is in the continuous data 
stream. 
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43. The system defined in c^aim 41 wherein: 
the real-time action comprises 

displaying a program reminder; and / 

the interactive television program guide 
is configured to prefetch curren/ program guide data 
from the continuous data strearar when the reminder is 
displayed by the program guides. 

44. The system dTefined in claim 41 wherein: 
the real-t/me action comprises 

authorizing the viewing pf a pay-per-view program; and 

the interactive television program guide 
is configured to authorize the viewing of a pay-per- 
view program when a /articular unique identifier is in 
the continuous data/stream. 

45. The system defined in claim 41 wherein: 
tne real-time action comprises 

authorizing a viewing. of a pay-per-view-program; and 

/the interactive television program guide 
is configured/to prefetch current program guide data 
from the continuous data stream when the viewing of the 
pay-per-view program is authorized by the program 
guide. / 

/ 46. The system defined in claim 41 wherein: 
/ the real-time action comprises recording 

a program; and 

/ the interactive television program guide 

is configured to record a program when a particular 
uniqne identifier is in the continuous data stream. 



47. The system defined in claiiy 41 wherein: 
the real-time action compj/ises locking a 

program and prompting a user for a conlirol code; and 

the interactive television program guide 
is configured to lock a program and prompt the user for 
a control code when a particular identifier is in the 
continuous data stream. / 

48. The system defined in claim 41 wherein: 
one or more of/ the one or more unique 

identifiers is a program grouping identifier; 

the real-tira/e action comprises 
displaying a program remicfder for a program of a 
program grouping; and / 

the interactive television program guide 
is configured to displafy the program reminder for the 
program of a program grouping when a particular unique 
identifier of the ona or more unique identifiers is in 
the continuous data /stream. 

49. The/system defined in claim 41 wherein: 
one or more of the one or more unique 

identifiers is a /program grouping identifier; 

wne real-time action comprises 
displaying a program reminder for a program of a 
program group iyng; and 

/ the interactive television program guide 
is configured to prefetch current program guide data 
from the continuous data stream when the reminder is 
displayed hfy the program guide. 
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50. The system defined in claim 41 wherein: 
one or more of the one orYmore unique 

identifiers is a program grouping identifier; 

the real-time action comprises 
authorizing the viewing of a pay-per/view program of a 
program grouping; and / 

the interactive te/evision program guide 
is configured to authorize the yewing of a pay-per- 
view program of a program grouping when a particular 
unique identifier is in the continuous data stream. 

51. The system defined in claim 41 wherein: 
one or more/of the one or more unique 

identifiers is a program Grouping identifier; 

the real-yime action comprises 
authorizing a viewing oy a pay-per-view-program of a 
program grouping; and / 

the interactive television program guide 
is configured to prefetch current program guide data 
from the continuous dfata stream when the viewing of the 
pay-per-view programr of a program grouping is 
authorized by the program guide. 

52. Thee system defined in claim 41 wherein: 
one or more of the one or more unique 

identifiers is ar program grouping identifier; 

/the real-time action comprises recording 
a program of aJ program grouping; and 

/ the interactive television program guide 
is configured to record a program of a program grouping 
when a particular unique identifier is in the 
continuous /data stream. 
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53. The system defined in clarim 41 wherein: 
one or more of the one err more unique 

identifiers is a program grouping identifier; 

the real-time action Comprises locking a 
program of a program grouping and p/ompting a user for 
a control code; and / 

the interactive te/levision program guide 
is configured to lock a program/of a program grouping 
and prompt the user for a control code when a 
particular identifier is in trie continuous data stream. 

54. An interactive television program guide 
system in which program gi^de data is provided and 
wherein at least some of yche program guide data is 
current program guide data and one or more unique 
identifiers, the system/comprising : 

a contiguous data stream processor 
configured to select tme current program guide data and 
one or more of the onfe or more unique identifiers for 
inclusion in a contiguous data stream; 

distribution equipment configured to 
distribute the current program guide data and one or 
more unique identifiers selected by the continuous data 
stream processor in the continuous data stream to the 
user television equipment; 

ar program guide server; and 

An interactive television program guide 
implemented ory user television equipment configured: 

/ to obtain one or more of the one or 

more unique identifiers from the continuous data 
stream; / 

/ to obtain the current program guide 

data from /the continuous data stream and to store at 
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least some of the current program guide data in a 
database stored in the user television equipment; and 

to obtain at least some of the 
program guide data from the program guide server in 
response to requests generated by the interactive 
television program guide. / 

55. The system def/ned in claim 54 wherein 
the interactive television program guide is configured 
to store at least some of tpe program guide data 
obtained from the program yguide server in the database. 

56. An interactive television program guide 
system in which prograity guide data is provided and 
wherein at least some pf the program guide data is one 
or more unique identifiers, the system comprising: 

a continuous data stream processor 
configured to selectf one or more unique identifiers of 
the one or more unyque identifiers for inclusion in a 
continuous data stxeam; 

distribution equipment configured to 
distribute the one or more unique identifiers selected 
by the continuous data stream processor to the user 
television equipment in the continuous data stream; 
/ a program guide server; and 
/ an interactive television program guide 
implemented yon user television equipment configured to 
obtain the pne or more unique identifiers from the 
continuous /data stream and to obtain at least some of 
the program guide data from the program guide server in 
response jto requests generated by the interactive 
television program guide. 



57. An interactive televisiory program guide 
system in which program guide data is provided to an 
interactive television program guide implemented on 
user television equipment and wherein/at least some of 
the program guide data is current pr/gram guide data, 
the system comprising: / 

means for selecting/current program 
guide data for inclusion in a continuous data stream; 

means for distributing the current 
program guide data selected by /he means for selecting 
to the user television equipment in the continuous data 
stream; / 

means for prcwiding program guide data 
using a client-server basecy approach; and 

means for obtaining current program 
guide data from the continuous data stream and to 
obtain program guide data from the means for providing 
program guide data using the interactive television 
program guide implemented on the user television 
equipment in response p requests generated by the 
interactive television program guide. 

58. The syystem defined in claim 57 wherein: 
the current program guide data comprises 

one or more unique/identifiers; and 

th® means for obtaining current program 
guide data and program guide data using the interactive 
television progyam guide comprises means for performing 
a real-time acttLon when a particular unique identifier 
is in the continuous data stream. 
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59. The system defined in claim 58 wherein: 
the real-time action comprises 

displaying a program reminder for a program; and 

the means for performing a real-time 
action comprises means for displaying the program 
reminder for the program when a particular unique 
identifier of the one or more unic^ue identifiers is in 
the continuous data stream. / 

60. The system defined in claim 58 wherein: 
the real-time /action comprises 

displaying a program reminder; and 

the means fy6r performing a real-time 
action comprises means fojr prefetching the current 
program guide data from &Yie continuous data stream when 
the reminder is displaced by the means for performing a 
real-time action. / 

61. The system defined in claim 58 wherein: 
the real-time action comprises 

authorizing the viewing of a pay-per-view program; and 

the means for performing a real-time 
action comprises /neans for authorizing the viewing of a 
pay-per-view prargram when a particular unique 
identifier is yn the continuous data stream. 

62 J The system defined in claim 58 wherein: 
/ the real-time action comprises 
authorizing a viewing of a pay-per-view-program; and 

/ the means for performing a real-time 

action ccpprises means for prefetching current program 
guide data from the continuous data stream when the 
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viewing of the pay-per-view program is authorized by 
the means for performing a real-time action. 

63. The system defined in olaim 58 wherein: 
the real-time action Comprises recording 

a program; and / 

the means for performing a real-time 
action comprises means for recoraing a program when a 
particular unique identifier is* in the continuous data 
stream. / 

64. The system aaefined in claim 58 wherein: 
the real-t/ine action comprises locking a 

program and prompting a /user for a control code; and 

the mearis for performing a real-time 
action comprises mean/ for locking a program and 
prompting the user tpr a control code when a particular 
identifier is in thA continuous data stream. 

65. The system defined in claim 58 wherein: 
one or more of the one or more unique 

identifiers is m program grouping identifier; 

/ the real-time action comprises 
displaying a/program reminder for a program of a 
program grouping; and 

/ the means for performing a real-time 

action comprises means for displaying the program 
reminde/ for the program of a program grouping when a 
particular unique identifier is in the continuous data 
streann. 
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66. The system defined in claimy58 wherein: 
one or more of the one or more unique 
identifiers is a program grouping identifier; 

the real-time action corjtfprises 
displaying a program reminder for a o/ogram of a 
program grouping; and / 

the means for performing a real-time 
action comprises means for prefe"bching current program 
guide data from the continuous oiata stream when the 
l i reminder is displayed by the means for performing a 

i : u real-time action. / 

i y / 

l;n 67. The system Refined in claim 58 wherein: 

S~ one or morye of the one or more unique 

Hi identifiers is a prograiy grouping identifier; 

!=S the realtime action comprises 

! : - authorizing the viewing of a pay-per-view program of a 

program grouping; andr 

the mieans for performing a real-time 
action comprises means for authorizing the viewing of a 
pay-per-view program of a program grouping when a 
particular uniqu^ identifier is in the continuous data 
stream. / 

68. /The system defined in claim 58 wherein: 
/ one or more of the one or more unique 
identifiers As a program grouping identifier; 

/ the real-time action comprises 
authorizing a viewing of a pay-per-view-program of a 
program grouping; and 

/ the means for performing a real-time 

action comprises means for prefetching current program 
guide data from the continuous data stream when the 
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viewing of the pay-per-view program of A program 
grouping is authorized by the means tpT performing a 
real-time action. / 

69. The system definedr in claim 58 wherein: 
one or more of tfre one or more unique 

identifiers is a program grouping identifier; 

the real-time/action comprises recording 
a program of a program grouping; and 

the means yor performing a real-time 
action comprises means fpr recording a program of a 
program grouping when ^particular unique identifier is 
in the continuous data/ stream. 

70. The srystem defined in claim 58 wherein: 
one /or more of the one or more unique 

identifiers is a program grouping identifier; 

tMe real-time action comprises locking a 
program of a pragram grouping and prompting a user for 
a control code;/ and 

/ the means for performing a real-time 
action comprises means for locking a program of a 
program grouping and prompting the user for a control 
code when a/particular identifier is in the continuous 
data stream. 

/ 71. The system defined in claim 57 wherein 
the meams for selecting obtains current program guide 
data fjfom the means for providing program guide data 
using /a client-server based approach. 
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72. The system defined in clair/ 57 wherein: 
the means for selecting comprises means 

for prioritizing the current program guyde data; and 

the means for distribut^ig comprises 
means for cycling the current program /guide data in the 
continuous data stream according to how the current 
program guide data was prioritized t^y the means for 
selecting . 

73. The system defined/ in claim 57 wherein 
the means for obtaining current program guide data and 
program guide data using the interactive television 
program guide comprises means for processing the 
current program guide data in /real-time and with no 
data caching. 

74. The system defined in claim 57 wherein 
the user television equipment comprises means for 
filtering current program yguide data from the 
continuous data stream ba^ed on a tag. 

75. The system defined in claim 57 wherein 
the means for obtaining current program guide data and 
program guide data usimg the interactive television 
program guide comprises means for prefetching current 
program guide data fflrom the continuous data stream. 



76. The/system defined in claim 57 wherein 
the means for obtaining current program guide data and 
program guide daua using the interactive television 
program guide comprises means for prefetching program 
guide data from/the means for providing program guide 
data using a cifient-server based approach. 
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77. The system defined in clam 57 wherein: 
the means for obtaining /urrent program 

guide data and program guide data usiiw the interactive 
television program guide comprises me4ns for invoking a 
remote procedure call on the means pr providing 
program guide data using a client-server based 
approach; and / 

the means providing program guide data 
using a client-server based app/oach comprises means 
for providing the program guicLe data to the means for 
obtaining current program guiyfle data and program guide 
data using the interactive television program guide in 
response to the remote procedure call being invoked. 

78. The system/defined in claim 57 wherein: 
the means /for obtaining current program 

guide data and program guide data using the interactive 
television program guicLe comprises means for using an 
object request broker to obtain program guide data from 
the means for providing program guide data using a 
client-server bases approach; and 

the means for providing program guide 
data using a clieny-server based approach comprises 
means for providing program guide data to the means for 
obtaining curreny program guide data and program guide 
data using the ^lteractive television program guide 
using the objeao: request broker. 

19 J The system defined in claim 57 wherein: 
/ the means for obtaining current program 
guide data and program guide data using the interactive 
television /program guide comprises means for obtaining 
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configuration information from the means for providing 
program guide data using a client-server based approach 
using one or more requests; and / 

the means for providing program guide data 
using a client-server based approach comprises means 
for storing configuration information and providing the 
configuration information to the Aieans for obtaining 
current program guide data and program guide data using 
the interactive television program guide in response to 
the one or more requests. / 

80. The system defined in claim 57 wherein: 
the means fafr obtaining current program 

guide data and program guifde data using the interactive 
television program guide /comprises means for obtaining 
user settings from the means for providing program 
guide data using a client-server based approach using 
one or more requests; and 

the meaps for providing program guide 
data using a client-server based approach comprises 
means for storing user settings and for providing the 
user settings to the/ means for obtaining current 
program guide data And program guide data using the 
interactive television program guide in response to the 
one or more requests. 

81. The system defined in claim 57 wherein: 
the current program guide data has one 

or more types; /and 

/ the means for obtaining current program 
guide data and program guide data using the interactive 
television program guide comprises means for 
recognizing the type of current program guide data 



carried in the continuous data stream ^nd for obtaining 
current program guide data from the continuous data 
stream when the current program guicLe data in the 
continuous data stream is a particular type. 

82. The system defined/in claim 57 wherein: 
the current program guide data has one 

or more types; and / 

the means for obtaining current program 
guide data and program guide aata using the interactive 
television program guide comfifrises means for 
recognizing the type of current program guide data 
carried in the continuous dpta stream and for obtaining 
program guide data from thh means for providing program 
guide data using a client/server based approach when 
the current program guide data in the continuous data 
stream is not a particular type. 

83. The sysuem defined in claim 57 wherein 
the means for obtaining current program guide data and 
program guide data usifng the interactive television 
program guide comprises means for obtaining program 
guide data for a program of a particular category from 
the means for providing program guide data using a 
client-server basedr approach. 

84. Th& system defined in claim 57 wherein 
the means for obtaining current program guide data and 
program guide da/ta using the interactive television 
program guide comprises means for obtaining current 
program guide data from the continuous data stream for 
a program of a/ particular category. 
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85. The system defined in cla/m 57 wherein 
the means for obtaining current prograiy guide data and 
program guide data using the interactwe television 
program guide comprises means for obtaining current 
program guide data from the continuous data stream when 
a user indicates a desire to flip (channels. 

86. The system defineyfl in claim 57 wherein 
the means for obtaining current/ program guide data and 
program guide data using the interactive television 
program guide comprises: / 

means for obtaining current program 
guide data from the continuous data stream when a user 
indicates a desire to browse program listings data in a 
current time slot; and / 

means for /obtaining program guide data 
from the means for providing program guide data using a 
client-server based approach when the user indicates a 
desire to browse program listings data in time slots 
other than the currents time slot. 

87. The system defined in claim 57 wherein: 
the means for providing program guide 

data using a clients-server based approach comprises 
means for providing program guide data to the means for 
selecting current /program guide data; and 

tne means for selecting current program 
guide data comprises means for receiving program guide 
data from the rtyeans for providing program guide data 
using a client/server based approach and for selecting 
current program guide data for inclusion in the 
continuous darta stream from the program guide data 
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provided by the means for providing program guide data 
using a client-server based approach!. 

88. The system defined/in claim 57 wherein: 
the means for prcwiding program guide 

data using a client-server basecl approach comprises 
means for continuously provid^ig program guide data to 
the means for selecting current program guide data; and 

the means foy selecting current program 
guide data comprises means /for continuously receiving 
program guide data from tfcre means for providing program 
guide data using a clieny-server based approach and for 
selecting current program guide data for inclusion in 
the continuous data stream from the program guide data 
provided by the means yfor providing program guide data 
using a client-server/based approach. 

89. The system defined in claim 57 wherein: 
the means for providing program guide 

data using a clienu-server based approach comprises 
means for periodically providing program guide data to 
the means for selecting current program guide data; and 

thre means for selecting current program 
guide data comprises means for periodically receiving 
program guide data from the program guide server and 
for selecting current program guide data for inclusion 
in the continuous data stream from the program guide 
data providecy by the means for providing program guide 
data using a/client-server based approach. 

910 . The system defined in claim 57 wherein: 
/ the means for providing program guide 
data using a client-server based approach comprises 
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means for polling the means for selecting current 
program guide data and providing program guide data to 
the means for selecting current program guide data; and 

the means for selecting current program 
guide data comprises means for receiving program guide 
data from the means for providing program guide data 
using a client-server based app/oach and for selecting 
current program guide data for/ inclusion in the 
continuous data stream from bne program guide data 
provided by the means for ptffeviding program guide data 
using a client-server based approach. 

91. The system defined in claim 57 wherein: 
the means for providing program guide 
data using a client-server based approach comprises 
means for providing program guide data to the means for 
selecting current program guide data in response to 
requests generated hry the means for selecting current 
program guide data;/ and 

the/means for selecting current program 
guide data comprises means for generating one or more 
requests for program guide data, providing the one or 
more requests tor the means for providing program guide 
data using a cMent-server based approach, receiving 
program guide Aata from the means for providing program 
guide data usZng a client-server based approach, and 
selecting ciurrent program guide data for inclusion in 
the continuous data stream from the program guide data 
provided by the means for providing program guide data 
using a c/ient-server based approach. 
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92. The system defined in claim 57 wherein: 
the system further comprises means for 

providing a continuous data stream of /current program 
guide data to the means for selecting current program 
guide data; and / 

the continuous data /stream distributed 
by the means for distributing is pe continuous data 
stream provided by the means for /providing a continuous 
data stream of current program auide data to the means 
for selecting current program duide data. 

93. The system defiined in claim 57 wherein 
the means for selecting current program guide data is 
configured to select current program guide data from 
programmer provided in-bana information. 

94. The system defined in claim 57 wherein 
the means for selecting current program guide data 
comprises means for localizing program guide data 
provided by a means for/ providing a continuous data 
stream of current program guide data and for selecting 
the current program guide data for inclusion in a 
continuous data stream from the program guide data that 
is localized by the means for selecting current program 
guide data. / 

95. The/system defined in claim 57 wherein: 
the means for selecting current program 

guide data is configured to select the current program 
guide data for inclusion in a plurality of continuous 
data streams wherein each continuous data stream of the 
plurality of continuous data streams carries current 
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program guide data for a particular program guide 
display screen; 

the means for distributing comprises 
means for distributing the pluralit/ of continuous data 
streams to the means for obtaining/current program 
guide data and program guide data/using the interactive 
television program guide; and 

the means for obtaining current program 
guide data and program guide data using the interactive 
television program guide comprises means for obtaining 
current program guide data far a particular program 
guide display screen from thre continuous data stream 
that carries current program guide data for that 
particular program guide cmsplay screen. 

96. An interactive television program guide 
system in which program /guide data is provided to an 
interactive television program guide implemented on 
user television equipmemt and wherein at least some of 
the program guide data/ is one or more unique 
identifiers, the system comprising: 

means /for selecting one or more unique 
identifiers of the ome or more unique identifiers for 
inclusion in a contimuous data stream; 

meane for distributing the one or more 
unique identi fiers /selected by the means for selecting 
to the user televj/sion equipment in the continuous data 
stream; and 

mians using the interactive television 
program guide for obtaining the one or more unique 
identifiers selected by the means for selecting and for 
performing a rial-time action when a particular unique 
identifier is /in the continuous data stream. 
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97. The system defined in cl^Lm 96 wherein: 
the real-time action comprises 

displaying a program reminder for a pryogram; and 

the means for performing a real-time 
action comprises means for displaying the program 
reminder for the program when a pa^:icular unique 
identifier of the one or more unigfue identifiers is in 
the continuous data stream. / 

98. The system defined in claim 96 wherein: 
the real-time action comprises 

displaying a program reminder; and 

the means tod performing a real-time 
action comprises means for /prefetching the current 
program guide data from th^ continuous data stream when 
the reminder is displayed/by the means for performing a 
real-time action. / 

99. The systJem defined in claim 96 wherein: 
the real-time action comprises 

authorizing the viewing of a pay-per-view program; and 

the means for performing a real-time 
action comprises means for authorizing the viewing of a 
pay-per-view program when a particular unique 
identifier is in thk continuous data stream. 

100. The system defined in claim 96 wherein: 
tbre real-time action comprises 

authorizing a viewing of a pay-per-view-program; and 

the means for performing a real-time 
action comprises means for prefetching current program 
guide data fro/n the continuous data stream when the 
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viewing of the pay-per-view program is Authorized by 
the means for performing a real-time arction. 

101. The system defined in claim 96 wherein: 
the real-time acti^i comprises recording 

a program; and 

the means for patforming a real-time 
action comprises means for recording a program when a 
particular unique identifier/is in the continuous data 
stream. 



102. The systeraf defined in claim 96 wherein: 
the real/time action comprises locking a 

program and prompting d user for a control code; and 

the me/ns for performing a real-time 
action comprises mea£s for locking a program and 
prompting the user rZor a control code when a particular 
identifier is in "brie continuous data stream. 

103. Tne system defined in claim 96 wherein: 
me or more of the one or more unique 

identifiers is/a program grouping identifier; 

the real-time action comprises 
displaying ^ program reminder for a program of a 
program grqoiping; and 

the means for performing a real-time 
action comprises means for displaying the program 
reminder for the program of a program grouping when a 
particular unique identifier is in the continuous data 
strec 



104. The system defined in claim 96 wherein: 
one or more of the one or more unique 

identifiers is a program grouping identifier; 

the real-time action Comprises 
displaying a program reminder for a/program of a 
program grouping; and / 

the means for performing a real-time 
action comprises means for prefetching current program 
guide data from the continuous flata stream when the 
reminder is displayed by the ity&ans for performing a 
real-time action. / 

105. The system defined in claim 96 wherein: 
one or more/of the one or more unique 

identifiers is a program grouping identifier; 

the real-tfime action comprises 
authorizing the viewing /of a pay-per-view program of a 
program grouping; and / 

the means for performing a real-time 
action comprises means for authorizing the viewing of a 
pay-per-view program /of a program grouping when a 
particular unique identifier is in the continuous data 
stream. / 

106. Th^ system defined in claim 96 wherein: 
onfe or more of the one or more unique 

identifiers is a /program grouping identifier; 

tiie real-time action comprises 
authorizing a viewing of a pay-per-view-program of a 
program grouping; and 

/ the means for performing a real-time 
action comprises means for prefetching current program 
guide data frpm the continuous data stream when the 
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viewing of the pay-per-view program oy a program 
grouping is authorized by the means Sor performing a 
real-time action. / 

107. The system defined^ in claim 96 wherein: 
one or more of tae one or more unique 

identifiers is a program group/ng identifier; 

the real-time /ction comprises recording 
a program of a program grouj^ng; and 

the means fc^r performing a real-time 
action comprises means foy recording a program of a 
program grouping when a p4rticular unique identifier is 
in the continuous data stream. 

108. The system defined in claim 96 wherein: 
one oy more of the one or more unique 

identifiers is a prorcjram grouping identifier; 

the /real-time action comprises locking a 
program of a progr&m grouping and prompting a user for 
a control code; amd 

tMe means for performing a real-time 
action comprises/ means for locking a program of a 
program grouping and prompting the user for a control 
code when a particular identifier is in the continuous 
data stream. / 

1QT9. An interactive television program guide 
system in wiich program guide data is provided to an 
interacti^ television program guide implemented on 
user television equipment and wherein at least some of 
the program guide data is current program guide data 
and one for more unique identifiers, the system 
comprising: 



m 
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means for selecting current program 
guide data and one or more of the one /or more unique 
identifiers for inclusion in the con/inuous data 
stream; / 

means for distributing the current 
program guide data and one or moj^ unique identifiers 
selected by the means for selecting in the continuous 
data stream to the user television equipment; 

means for prov/ding program guide data 
using a client-server based approach; and 

means using the interactive television 
program guide to obtain: / 

one oJ more unique identifiers from 
the continuous data streami using the interactive 
television program guider; 

curprent program guide data from a 
data stream and to stoire at least some of the current 
program guide data in/a database stored in the user 
television equipment J and 

program guide data from the means 
for providing in response to requests generated by the 
interactive television program guide. 

110. The system defined in claim 109 wherein 
the means for obtaining comprises means for storing at 
least some of the program guide data in the database. 

111. /An interactive television program guide 
system in whidn program guide data is provided to an 
interactive television program guide implemented on 
user television equipment wherein at least some of the 
program guide data is one or more unique identifiers, 
the system comprising: 
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means for selecting one /or more of the 
one or more unique identifiers for inclusion in a 
continuous data stream; / 

means for distributing the one or more 
unique identifiers selected by the /means for selecting 
in the continuous data stream to the user television 
equipment; / 

means for provid/ng program guide data 
using a client-server based approach; and 



P means for obtaining identifiers using 

ij the interactive television p/ogram guide from the 

5;J continuous data stream and yto obtain program guide data 

m from the means for providing program guide data using a 

iy client-server based approach. 

in / 

^ 112. A method/in an interactive television 

in / 

| : i program guide system irf which program guide data is 

provided to an interactive television program guide 
=1 / 

■^i implemented on user television equipment and wherein at 



least some of the program guide data is current program 
guide data, the metbfod comprising: 

selecting current program guide data for 
inclusion in a continuous data stream using a 
continuous data stxream processor; 

distributing the selected current 
program guide data to the user television equipment in 
the continuous data stream; 

/providing program guide data using a 
program guide /server; and 

/ obtaining current program guide data 
from the continuous data stream and from the program 
guide server using the interactive television program 
guide implemented on the user television equipment in 



m 9 



_ 97 _ 

response to requests generated by ther interactive 
television program guide. / 

113. The method defined in claim 112 wherein: 
the current program guide data comprises 

one or more unique identifiers; and 

the method further comprises performing 
a real-time action using the interactive television 
program guide when a particular unique identifier is in 
the continuous data stream. / 

114. The method defined in claim 113 wherein: 
the real-tiiye action comprises 

displaying a program reminner for a program; and 

the method /further comprises using the 
interactive television program guide to display the 
program reminder for the/ program when a particular 
unique identifier of the one or more unique identifiers 
is in the continuous data stream. 

115. The metnod defined in claim 113 wherein: 
the reafl-time action comprises 

displaying a program reminder; and 

the method further comprises using the 
interactive television program guide to prefetch 
current program gui&e data from the continuous data 
stream when the reminder is displayed by the program 
guide. / 

116. Tlye method defined in claim 113 wherein: 
tne real-time action comprises 

authorizing the /viewing of a pay-per-view program; and 
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the method further comprises using the 
interactive television program guide tyo authorize the 
viewing of a pay-per-view program wheA a particular 
unique identifier is in the continuous data stream. 

117. The method defined /n claim 113 wherein: 
the real-time actLon comprises 

authorizing a viewing of a pay-pier-view-program; and 

the method furtlyer comprises using the 
interactive television progranv guide to prefetch 
current program guide data from the continuous data 
stream when the viewing of the pay-per-view program is 
authorized by the program gnide. 

118. The method/defined in claim 113 wherein: 
the real-yime action comprises recording 

a program; and / 

the method further comprises using the 
interactive television /program guide to record a 
program when a particular unique identifier is in the 
continuous data stream. 

119. The method defined in claim 113 wherein: 
the j/eal-time action comprises locking a 

program and prompting a user for a control code; and 

the/method further comprises using the 
interactive television program guide to lock a program 
and prompt the uarer for a control code when a 
particular identifier is in the continuous data stream. 

120. [The method defined in claim 113 wherein: 
/one or more of the one or more unique 

identifiers isf a program grouping identifier; 
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the real-time action /comprises 
displaying a program reminder for a program of a 
program grouping; and / 

the method furthey comprises using the 
interactive television program ojuide to display the 
program reminder for the program of a program grouping 
when a particular unique identifier of the one or more 
unique identifiers is in the/continuous data stream. 

121. The method Aefined in claim 113 wherein: 
one or moryfe of the one or more unique 

identifiers is a program/grouping identifier ; 

the real/time action comprises 
displaying a program reminder for a program of a 
program grouping; and/ 

the method further comprises using the 
interactive television program guide to prefetch 
current program guifie data from the continuous data 
stream when the reminder is displayed by the program 
guide . / 

122. ThJfe method defined in claim 113 wherein: 
ome or more of the one or more unique 

identifiers is af program grouping identifier; 

iche real-time action comprises 
authorizing the viewing of a pay-per-view program of a 
program groupimg; and 

/ the method further comprises using the 
interactive television program guide to authorize the 
viewing of el pay-per-view program of a program grouping 
when a particular unique identifier is in the 
continuous /data stream. 
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123. The method defined in cl/aim 113 wherein: 
one or more of the one/or more unique 

identifiers is a program grouping identifier; 

the real-time actionr comprises 
authorizing a viewing of a pay-pe/-view-program of a 
program grouping; and / 

the method further comprises using the 
interactive television program guide to prefetch 
current program guide data from the continuous data 
stream when the viewing of yche pay-per-view program of 
a program grouping is auttyorized by the program guide. 

124. The method defined in claim 113 wherein: 
one or mpre of the one or more unique 

identifiers is a program grouping identifier; 

the roal-time action comprises recording 
a program of a program grouping; and 

the method further comprises using the 
interactive television program guide to record a 
program of a program grouping when a particular unique 
identifier is in/the continuous data stream. 

125. /The method defined in claim 113 wherein: 
/ one or more of the one or more unique 

identifiers ils a program grouping identifier; 

/ the real-time action comprises locking a 
program of k program grouping and prompting a user for 
a control code; and 

/ the method further comprises using the 

interactwe television program guide to lock a program 
of a program grouping and prompt the user for a control 
code whp a particular identifier is in the continuous 
data si/ream. 
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126. The method defined in/claim 112 further 
comprising providing program guide dfata from the 
program guide server to the contini/ous data stream 
processor- / 

127. The method defined in claim 112 further 
comprising: / 

prioritizing the current program guide 
data; and / 

cycling the/ current program guide data 
in the continuous data stnream according to how the 
current program listing/ data was prioritized. 

128. The method defined in claim 112 further 
comprising processing the current program guide data in 
real-time and with/no data caching using the 
interactive telev/sion program guide. 

129. The method defined in claim 112 further 
comprising filtering current program guide data from 
the continuousB data stream based on a tag. 

110. The method defined in claim 112 further 
comprising /prefetching current program guide data from 
the continuous data stream using the interactive 
television! program guide. 

/ 131. The method defined in claim 112 further 
comprising prefetching program guide data from the 
program guide server using the interactive television 
progmm guide. 
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132. The method defined in c^im 112 wherein: 
obtaining current prog/am guide data and 

program guide data comprises invoking a remote 
procedure call on the program guide/ server using the 
interactive television program guirae; and 

providing program/guide data using a 
program guide server comprises Providing program guide 
data in response to the remoter procedure call being 
invoked on the program guide /server . 

133. The method defined in claim 112 wherein: 
obtaining /;urrent program guide data and 

program guide data composes using an object request 
broker to obtain prograrm guide data from the program 
guide server; and / 

providing program guide data using a 
program guide servey comprises providing program guide 
data using the object request broker. 

134. Thyfe method defined in claim 112 wherein: 
obtaining current program guide data and 

program guide data using the interactive television 
program guide domprises obtaining configuration 
information frybm the program guide server using one or 
more requests/ and 

providing program guide data using a program 
guide servey comprises storing configuration 
information^ and providing the configuration information 
to the interactive television program guide in response 
to the ond or more requests. 
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135. The method defined in claim 112 wherein: 
obtaining current program guide data and 

program guide data using the interactive television 
program guide comprises obtaining uper settings from 
the program guide server using one/or more requests; 
and / 

providing program/guide data using a 
program guide server comprises ^storing user settings 
and providing the user settingjs to the interactive 
television program guide in response to the one or more 
requests. / 

136. The method oefined in claim 112 wherein: 
the current/ program guide data has one 

or more types; and / 

obtaining/ current program guide data and 
program guide data usinfo the interactive television 
program guide comprises recognizing the type of current 
program guide data carried in the continuous data 
stream and obtaining /current program guide data from 
the continuous data /stream when the current program 
guide data in the continuous data stream is a 
particular type. / 

137. Thre method defined in claim 112 wherein: 
trie current program guide data has one 

or more types; and 

/obtaining current program guide data and 
program guide Jaata using the interactive television 
program guide/comprises recognizing the type of current 
program guide data carried in the continuous data 
stream and detaining program guide data from the 
program guiae server when the current program guide 
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data in the continuous data stream is /not a particular 
type. / 

138. The method defined in claim 112 wherein 
obtaining current program guide dayca and program guide 
data using the interactive television program guide 
comprises obtaining program guide data for a program of 
a particular category from the program guide server. 

139. The method def/ned in claim 112 wherein 
obtaining current program gu/de data and program guide 
data using the interactive television program guide 
comprises obtaining currentf program guide data from the 
continuous data stream foy a program of a particular 
category. / 

140. The method defined in claim 112 wherein 
obtaining current program guide data and program guide 
data using the interactive television program guide 
comprises obtaining current program guide data from the 
continuous data stream when a user indicates a desire 
to flip channels. / 

141. Tim method defined in claim 112 wherein 
obtaining currem: program guide data and program guide 
data using the /interactive television program guide 
comprises: / 

/ obtaining current program guide data 
from the continuous data stream when a user indicates a 
desire to browse program listings data in a current 
time slot;/ and 

/ obtaining program guide data from the 

program guide server when the user indicates a desire 
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to browse program listings data in time/ slots other 
than the current time slot. / 

142. The method defined in/ claim 112 wherein: 
the method further oomprises providing 

program guide data from the program guide server to the 
continuous data stream processor/ and 

selecting currents program guide data for 
inclusion in the continuous da/a stream comprises 
selecting current program guide data from the program 
guide data provided by the program guide server. 

143. The system (fief ined in claim 112 wherein: 
the method/f urther comprises 

continuously providing program guide data from the 
program guide server to/the continuous data stream 
processor; and / 

select/ng current program guide data for 
inclusion in the continuous data stream comprises 
selecting current pyogram guide data from the program 
guide data providedr by the program guide server. 

144. Thyfe method defined in claim 112 wherein: 
tne method further comprises 

periodically providing program guide data from the 
program guide sserver to the continuous data stream 
processor; and 

/ selecting current program guide data for 
inclusion in the continuous data stream comprises 
selecting durrent program data from the program guide 
data provixled by the program guide server. 
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145. The method defined in claim 112 wherein: 
the method further comprises polling the 

continuous data stream processor and Providing program 
guide data from the program guide server to the 
continuous data stream processor; apd 

selecting current program guide data for 
inclusion in the continuous data y6tream comprises 
selecting current program data f/om the program guide 
data provided by the program giLlde server. 

146. The method def/ned in claim 112 wherein: 
the method further comprises: 
providing program guide data from the 

program guide server to tha continuous data stream 
processor in response to requests generated by the 
continuous data stream processor; 

generating one or more requests for 
program guide data with/the continuous data stream 
processor; / 

providing the one or more requests to 
the program guide server; 

receiving program guide data from the 
program guide server/ and 

wherein selecting current program guide 
data for inclusion An the continuous data stream 
comprises selecting current program data from the 
program guide data provided by the program guide 
server. / 

147. The method defined in claim 112 wherein: 
/the method further comprises providing a 

continuous data stream of current program guide data 
from a main facility; and 
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distributing the continuous data stream 
comprises distributing the continuous yaata stream 
provided by the main facility. / 

148. The method defined iA claim 112 wherein 
selecting current program guide daAa comprises 
selecting current program guide cLata from programmer 
provided in-band information. / 

149. The method defined in claim 112 further 
comprising localizing program/guide data provided by a 
main facility using the continuous data stream 
processor; and / 

wherein selecting the current program 
guide data for inclusion iyn a continuous data stream 
comprises selecting current program guide data from 
program guide data that is localized by the continuous 
data stream processor. / 

150. The method defined in claim 112 wherein: 
the method further comprises localizing 

program guide data prpvided by a main facility using 
the program guide server; and 

wherein distributing current program 
guide data comprises distributing current program guide 
data that is loca]Azed by the program guide server. 

151. Tne method defined in claim 112 wherein: 
selecting program guide data comprises 

selecting current program guide data for inclusion in a 
plurality of continuous data streams wherein each 
continuous da/a stream of the plurality of continuous 
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data streams carries current program guide data for a 
particular program guide display screen; 

distributing the current program guide 
data comprises distributing the pliMrality of continuous 
data streams to the user television equipment; and 

the method further/comprises obtaining 
current program guide data for a/particular program 
guide display screen from the continuous data stream 
that carries current program guide data for that 
particular program guide display screen using the 
interactive television program guide. 

152. A method in/an interactive television 
program guide system in whrich program guide data is 
provided to an interactive television program guide 
implemented on user television equipment and wherein at 
least some of the program guide data is one or more 
unique identifiers, the system comprising: 

selecting one or more unique identifiers 
of the one or more unique identifiers for inclusion in 
a continuous data sbSream using a continuous data stream 
processor; / 

distributing the one or more unique 
identifiers selecyed by the continuous data stream 
processor to the Xiser television equipment in the 
continuous data stream; 

obtaining the one or more unique 
identifiers selected by the continuous data stream 
processor using the interactive television program 
guide; and / 

/ performing a real-time action when a 
particular unique identifier is in the continuous data 
stream usimg the interactive television program guide. 
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153. The method defined in cla£m 152 wherein: 
the real-time action comprises 

displaying a program reminder for a program; and 

the method further comprises using the 
interactive television program guide/to display the 
program reminder for the program whan a particular 
unique identifier of the one or mo^fe unique identifiers 
is in the continuous data stream. 

154. The method definerd in claim 152 wherein: 
the real-time aduion comprises 

displaying a program reminder;/ and 

the method further comprises using the 
interactive television program guide to prefetch 
current program guide data from the continuous data 
stream when the reminder igr displayed by the program 
guide . 

155. The methodf defined in claim 152 wherein: 
the realtime action comprises 

authorizing the viewing/of a pay-per-view program; and 

the metnod further comprises using the 
interactive television^ program guide to authorize the 
viewing of a pay-per-y6"iew program when a particular- 
unique identifier is/in the continuous data stream. 



156. The inethod defined in claim 152 wherein: 
the/ real-time action comprises 
authorizing a viewing of a pay-per-view-program; and 

thfe method further comprises using the 
interactive television program guide to prefetch 
current program /guide data from the continuous data 
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stream when the viewing of the pay-perAview program is 
authorized by the program guide. / 

157. The method defined in claim 152 wherein: 
the real-time action/ comprises recording 

a program; and / 

the method furthey comprises using the 
interactive television program collide to record a 
program when a particular unique identifier is in the 
continuous data stream. / 

158. The method defined in claim 152 wherein: 
the real-time action comprises locking a 

program and prompting a user for a control code; and 

the method /further comprises using the 
interactive television pyogram guide to lock a program 
and prompt the user for A control code when a 
particular identifier ijs in the continuous data stream. 

159. The metinod defined in claim 152 wherein: 
one or/ more of the one or more unique 

identifiers is a program grouping identifier; 

the yeal-time action comprises 
displaying a program reminder for a program of a 
program grouping; And 

th£ method further comprises using the 
interactive television program guide to display the 
program reminder for the program of a program grouping 
when a particular unique identifier of the one or more 
unique identifiers is in the continuous data stream. 
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160. The method defined in claim 152 wherein: 
one or more of the one oy more unique 

identifiers is a program grouping identifier; 

the real-time action comprises 
displaying a program reminder for a crrogram of a 
program grouping; and / 

the method further Comprises using the 
interactive television program guirde to prefetch 
current program guide data from uhe continuous data 
stream when the reminder is displayed by the program 
guide. / 

161. The method defined in claim 152 wherein: 
one or more erf the one or more unique 

identifiers is a program grouping identifier; 

the real-time action comprises 
authorizing the viewing on: a pay-per-view program of a 
program grouping; and / 

the methid further comprises using the 
interactive television /program guide to authorize the 
viewing of a pay-per-mew program of a program grouping 
when a particular unique identifier is in the 
continuous data stream. 

162. The Aiethod defined in claim 152 wherein: 
oner or more of the one or more unique 

identifiers is a yprogram grouping identifier; 

tAe real-time action comprises 
authorizing a v/ewing of a pay-per-view-program of a 
program grouping; and 

/ the method further comprises using the 
interactive television program guide to prefetch 
current program guide data from the continuous data 



stream when the viewing of the pay-per-^iew program of 
a program grouping is authorized by they program guide. 

163. The method defined in yfclaim 152 wherein: 
one or more of the opfe or more unique 

identifiers is a program grouping /dentifier; 

the real-time action comprises recording 
a program of a program grouping;/ and 

the method furtj/er comprises using the 
interactive television program guide to record a 
program of a program groupiryg when a particular unique 
identifier is in the contiraious data stream. 

164. The method: defined in claim 152 wherein: 
one or marre of the one or more unique 

identifiers is a program grouping identifier; 

the rearl-time action comprises locking a 
program of a program /grouping and prompting a user for 
a control code; and / 

the method further comprises using the 
interactive television program guide to lock a program 
of a program grouping and prompt the user for a control 
code when a particular identifier is in the continuous 
data stream. / 

165. /a method in an interactive television 
program guide /system in which program guide data is 
provided to an interactive television program guide 
implemented ®n user television equipment and wherein at 
least some af the program guide data is current program 
guide data and one or more unique identifiers, the 
method comprising: 



selecting current program guide data and 
one or more of the one or more unique/ identifiers for 
inclusion in the continuous data stream; 

distributing the selected current 
program guide data and one or more/unique identifiers 
in the continuous data stream to the user television 
equipment; / 

providing program guide data using a 
program guide server; and / 

using the interactive television program 
guide to obtain: / 

one or more unique identifiers from 
the continuous data stream Xising the interactive 
television program guide; / 

current program guide data from the 
continuous data stream and to store at least some of 
the current program guidfe data in a database stored in 
the user television equipment; and 

program guide data from the program 
guide server in response to requests generated by the 
interactive televisidn program guide. 

166. The Method defined in claim 165 further 
comprising storing /at least some of the program guide 
data in the database. 

167. A/method in an interactive television 
program guide system in which program guide data is 
provided to an interactive television program guide 
implemented on/user television equipment and wherein at 
least some of /the program guide data is one or more 
unique identifiers, the method comprising: 



• 



- 114 - 



o 
i,3 

W 
iu 

ry 

fin 

ry 

in 

a 

m 



selecting one or more of the one or more 
unique identifiers for inclusionyin a continuous data 
stream; 

distributing ttfe selected one or more 
unique identifiers in the continuous data stream to the 
user television equipment,* 

providing yprogram guide data using a 
program guide server; a/id 

obtaining identifiers from the 
continuous data stream and obtaining program guide data 
from the program gi/ide server using the interactive 
television prograpi guide. 



